Music 25 – Music of Latin America & the Caribbean

Professor Mauleón
Research Project Guidelines

Your final project can be any creative, research-based project, where you turn in either a 5 to 10-page research paper, a Keynote or PowerPoint presentation, iMovie or Quicktime movie or other multi-media project or a visual media project (such as a slide-show or scrapbook). Your topic does not necessarily need to cover anything discussed in class, but must be on some aspect of Latin American or Caribbean music, as well as Latin music in the U.S. The project can also be a live presentation for the class, such as a music or dance demonstration, showing an original documentary film or any type of media presentation. Other choices include web site creation, music performance or composition, etc... If you would like to do an in-class presentation, you must schedule your date with me as soon as your project is approved. You must turn in a project proposal or research paper outline for my approval before you begin your research. All final projects or papers must be submitted no later than the last day of class. Research papers and projects MUST include a bibliography (list of sources cited), no exceptions! You must have a minimum of three (3) sources, and these should be diverse (such as a book, a website and a magazine article or CD liner notes).
How to submit an outline for a research paper:

1. Pick a topic you are interested in and one that will not be difficult to gather resource material on.

2. Formulate a thesis topic around your subject (the main purpose of your paper), such as why so-and-so is important to the development of a particular music.

3. Provide several bullet points as to what aspects you will discuss.
4. You may turn in a 1st draft of your paper no later than 2 weeks before the due date for me to review, enabling you to revise as needed.

5. Properly cite all sources used! You may use MLA format or any college-approved method (please consult the class website for links to these resources), and must include a bibliography at the end. If your paper is a biography on an artist or group, you may also wish to include a discography (selected list of recordings).

6. Your paper must be a minimum of five pages in length (or a maximum of 10 pages), typed, double-spaced, plus the bibliographic page.

How to submit a project proposal:

1. Pick a topic you are interested in and one that will not be difficult to gather resource material on.

2. Give me a one to two-paragraph typed description of what your project will be (PowerPoint or Keynote slide-show, movie, live demonstration, web-site or craft project) and what you plan to include (audio, video, etc…). Tell me if you wish to present it in class so we can schedule a date for your presentation, which should be between 15 to 30 minutes long.
3. Properly cite all sources used for your research – if you are submitting a digital file such as a slide-show, the bibliography will be on the last slide. If you are creating a book, it will be the last page.

4. Slide-shows should have a minimum of 10 slides, plus the bibliographic slide.

5. You may work with one partner on your project.
Honors Credit

Honors credit is available for this class. You must visit the Honors Department in Batmale Hall Room L221 and obtain the necessary paperwork. Then you need to submit a written proposal of your project to me for my approval before obtaining the necessary signatures and turning in your contract to the office by the deadline. Examples of honors projects for this class include a 5 to 10-page research paper PLUS a creative media project such as a slide show or scrapbook, live presentation or other creative element. Topics can range from specific musical styles or instruments, in-depth biographical research on an artist or group, or a comparative project on two or more genres, as long as it involves a musical tradition from Latin America, the Caribbean or Latin music in the U.S. Note that honors projects are subject to approval.
